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Former U.S. official says a tip by CIA ? 
led to South Africa’s arrest of Mandela f 


Cox News Service 

WASHINGTON — For nearly 28 
years the U.S. government has har- 
bored an embarrassing secret: a CIA 
tip to South African Intelligence 
agents led to the arrest that put 
black nationalist leader Nelson Man- 
dela In prison for most of his adult 
life. 

Now. with Mr. Mandela en route 
here to a hero’s welcome, a former 
U.S. official has revealed that he has 
known of the CIA role since Mr. 
Mandela was seized by agents of the 
South African police special branch 
Aug. 5. 1962. 

The former official, now retired, 
said In an interview that within 
hours after Mr. Mandela’s arrest. 
Paul Eckel, then a senior CIA opera- 
tive, walked Into his office and said 
approximately these words: "We 
have turned Mandela over to the 
South African security branch. We 
gave them every detail, what he 
would be wearing, the time of day. 
Just where he would be. They have 
picked him up. It is one of our great- 
est coups." 

With Mr. Mandela out of prison, 
the retired official decided there Is no 
longer a valid reason for secrecy. He 
called the U.S, role In the affair “one 
of the most shameful, utterly horrid" 
byproducts of the Cold War struggle 
between Moscow and Washington 
for Influence In the Third World. 

A spokesman for Mr. Mandela, 
Ahmed Kathrada, said that the Afri- 
can National Congress had long been 
aware of rumors of a CIA link to Mr. 


Mandela’s arresting officers, but that 
he Is sure Mr. Mandela bears no re- 
sentment. "H,e accepted the Invita- 
tion (to the United States], didn’t he?" 
Mr. Kathrada said. 

In the summer of 1962, the CIA’s 
covert branch In Johannesburg saw 
the ANC as a threat to the stability of 
a friendly South African govern- 
ment. That government not only had 
Just signed a military cooperation 
agreement with the United States 
but also served as an important 
source of uranium. 

Five years earlier, the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Pretoria had cabled Wash- 
ington that South Africa’s black edu- 
cated elite was “psychologically sus- 
ceptible to the extremes of black na- 
tionalism or communism," and had 
influence "extending beyond the bor- 
ders of South Africa into and among 
the native leadership of other Afri- 
can countries." An open conflict pit- 
ting blacks against whites in South 
Africa "could become a cardinal 
threat to American security," the ca- 
ble warned. 

Interviews in the United States 
and in South Africa portrayed a CIA 
covert branch In Johannesbuig that 
by 1962 devoted more money and 
expertise to penetrating the ANC 
than did the tiny, fledgling intelli- 
gence service of the South African 
government. 

Retired South African Intelligence 
operative Gerard Ludl recalled: ‘At 
that time, we never had the funds. 
So we didn’t have a proper Intelli- 
gence department. There were only 
about three of us In 1962. But the 


CIA at that time was flush with 
funds. They helped us a lot" 

Mr. Ludi said that at the time of 
Mr. Mandela’s arrest, the CIA was 
running a highly successful agent in 
the inner circle of the ANC branch in 
Durban. That agent provided his 
case officer with an ongoing account 
of ANC activities there. He said that 
case officer was his longtime friend 
Millard Shirley, whom he identified 
as the CIA’s chief undercover agent 
in Southern Africa. 

The CIA said its standing policy is 
not to comment on allegations. 

CIA involvement in Mr. Man- 
dela's arrest has been rumored since 
the mid-1980s. But pro-Mandela 
sources have known only that Aug. 
4, 1962 — the night before his ar- 
rest — he came out of hiding to at- 
tend a dinner party In Durban with 
12 to 15 longtime confidantes affili- 
ated with the ANC’s Durban branch. 

Mr. Mandela was arrested at a po- 
lice roadblock the next morning as 
he drove out of Durban In an Austin 
belonging to a white theatrical pro- 
ducer. Biographer Fatima Meer 
quotes Mr. Mandela as remembering 
that a South African police sergeant 
instantly saw through his false iden- 
tity: "He said he knew that I was 
Nelson Mandela and he had a war- 
rant for my arrest." 

Mr. Ludl said he does not know 
whether Mr. Mandela’s arrest result- 
ed from information the CIA was 
gathering from its Durban agent. He 
said that he was working outside 
South Africa during that summer. 

Mr. Eckel died in 1986. 


